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For Julic
and all children of the world

We hope thal nolure will find a place in their hearls, and that during their bves there will shit be wildernesses,
which they may explore, expenence and love,

We would ke fo lhank the following peaple, whose support helped this book become a realfy:
s Darschner and Rudoll Witlrmann for ther superb edifing of the Gerrnan Fext; Wilried Aver, Norbert Schrmid

and Martin Gobnel for ther lireless proofreading of the Gemman ediion; Gnger Mauney and Jon ke Rous
for fheir valuable revision of the Englsh edifion, Thank vou very much indeed.,
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He flicked his tail nervously.
A dignified fermale oy beside him and walched calmly as he rose, took fhe first
steps towards us and then acceleraled to a full charge within a few seconds. His
powerful muscles moved rhythmically. The massive pows kicked up dust and sent
srall pebbles fying high inte the air. His golden and black mane blew about wildly
ir the wind. Every cenfimaire of the thoroughly it and massive body was in mofion
but for one exceplion: his ochre-colowred eyes, During the enfire charge he kept
his piercing gaze fixed on w without blinking even once. His heod grew larger with
avery kap, When his face finally fled the camerna’s viewfinder | screamad: “Wyrand,
GO, G0, GO

Moments later there was a metallic bang: the Ban hit the back of the vehicle with
his front pows, and our hearts stopped bealfing. Then at last, “Lola”™ ouwr Land Rover,
pufing and panfing. picked up encugh speed and got away, Through the rear
wirkchows | saw the magnificent prirme male Bon sowly come to a hall. After throwing
a kst glance at us, he leiswely returned to his male and flopped down beside her.

il trermbsling from the surge of adrenaln ond speechless with fhe intfoxicaling mixture
of exciternant and fright, we stopped the car at o sofe distfance. "Mad Max™, as this
lion was named later after he had charged vehicles repeatedly, had clearly shown
ws fhat he would nol tolerate humans rearby when he was with o female in heat
= wihan "love was in the air”. Gradually we relaxed. At the saome time a differant
feeing, a kind of inner warmth, came over us and began fo flow through every cell
of our bodies: that of deep aowe mixed with great enthusiosm. We fell stunned by the
lion’s primeval strength and powaer. His perfect beauty had fouched our very souks.

T this day the fealings of awe and enthiusasm reman, spilling over to the numerous
other wid creatures thal have crossed cur paths in the many years of living in Etasha.
With each day we have spent in the magic world of the wild these feelings have
deepened and grown info an enduring love for Efesha and the countless wonders
of nature.

With our photographs and experiences we would ke fo give vou, deor reader. an

insider's understanding of Efasha, hoping that our passion and love for this and other
wild places of the world may inspire you too.
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Etosha National Park

Wild Place of Contrasts
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It is midday. Silence lies over the land.
In the numbing heot all ife seems to be holding Its breath. Throwgh
binoculars, we walch tiny, dark shapes, seamingly frembiling in mid
air above the vast expanse, Beyvond, earth and sky melt inlo one
another like watercolours, the horizon dissolves into nothingress.
In the distance thede i a shimmeer like waler, bul the shapes move
past it and fowards us in g shivering dance. Slowly they come closer,
confinsally growing in size, unfl they finally iake clear shape: they
are Burchell’s zabras. Wilth heads nodding, they walk in single file,
following anclent game paths across a vast, open plain: the Etosha
Famn, the heart of Elosha Mational Park.

Suvated in Morthermn Mamibig, the Etosha Pon extends over an areg
of 4 740 square kilometres and frem the air, it resembles g giont
footprint. One hundred and ten kilomeatras long and 40 kilomelres
wide, the Etosha Fan k g one and g half metre thick layer of
sadiments, which lies on top of solid sit and clay badrock. During the
ary season the pan floor breaks up into g mosaic of millions of small
clay blocks, which are coverad wilh fine salt cryshals and gleam
wihite in the glistening sunlighi. Mostly bamen and fat, the Panis ihe
Ideal stage for mirages; crealed by movemends of warm air rising,
they distort the famillor beyvond recognition and felign distant lakes.

The “White 3eq”. as the Helkom Bushmen, the original inhabltanis of
Etosha, call the Etosha Pan, s dry for most of the year, But in vears
of good rain we have seen the Pan turn intd o shallow ephemeral
lake, changing from g desert info on ogsis. Then, thousands of
famingos Aock 1egether from alar 1o lead, mate and neast on this
short-ived paradise,

For a lomg firme the Etosha Fan was thought 1o be a desiccated
ancient lake. However, recent research disputes this theory and
suggests thal the Fan orginaled from erosion over the past two
million years. According to these findings, precipitation wealhered
the bose rock Inevery raliny season, and strong winds blew out fine,

weathered materdal in the followling dny season. In this way rock was
removed during the confinuous cycle of seasons, lowering the Pan
by two to five metres, o process That still confinues today. Therefora,
the distinct landform of the Etosha Pan, which Is clearly visible
fram outer space, is the rasult of the powerful farce of the natural
elemeants in Nomibia's semi-anid climate,

The Elosha Pan lies imbaddad in a saa of vast savannag landscape,
tor which it holds a priceless jewel: along its edge, where it has cul
info the bedrock, spring watber tricklas out in o number of places
and farms life-giving pools. This & where The zebras we have been
walching were headed, ond where thousands of olther park
inhabitants ke springbok, blue wilkdebeast and gemsbok gather fo
drink, day after day in the dry season. Thus, the desert-like Elosha
Pan is paradoxdcally the heart and life-Bloed of one of the world's
greatest wilderness areqs, the Etosha Mational Park.

The Etosha Mationdal Park is an island of wildemess, separated and
profected from surrounding fields, farm animals and settlements by
a partly game-proof fence. With the impressive size of 22 970 square
kilomeiras, hall the size of Switzedand, the Park i home 1o more
than &5 000 lorge mammals. Amongst these are approximalely
25 000 springbok, 8 000 gemsbok, 10 000 Burchell's zebras, 3 000
blue wildabeast, 2 000 giraffes, & 000 greater kudus, 1 000 red
hartebeasi, 1 5300 block-faced impalas and 1 500 eland.

Etosha's open grass plains ond extensive shrub and free savannos
offer a varety of different habitats, One hundred and fourfean
mammal species ocour here, iIncluding charsmatic animals such as
the Africon elephant, the Black ond white rhing, the lion, leopard
and cheetah, Over 340 bird species have been counted in Elosha,
many of which are migratory, visiting and leaving with the seasons,
and numerous reptiles, amphibians and insects are parl of the
Park's fauna 1od.
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A visit to Etosha is unforgetiable. The almast unimoginabhe vastness
overwhelms; the aura of franquillity and peace radialing from
the grazing antelopes that dot the yvellow plains, enchants; and
the untamed wildness with which a herd of elephonts slorms o
waterhole touches the soul deep within. The power of wild nafure
that is felt here catapults one back into a fime when man was still
insignificant and nature ruled the earth, It s reminiscent of Africa
when it was still relatively unfouched and when bountiful wildlife
roamed the confinent freely.

Etosha's pronounced seasonal changes strongly affect its wildife,
Dwring the rainless months of the southermn winter, from Moy fo
August, clear skies fake the land below on a temperature seesaw.
High day lemperalures of almost thirly degrees Celsius alternate
with cold nights of nearly zero degrees. The dryness deprives the
plants of moisture, forcing most herbivores to drink regularly.

From Saptember to Dacember the sun climbs higher each day. The
day temperatures increase beyond the bearable and warm nights
hardly bring relief, The lkand becomes desolate, In the dry, hot air,
the vagetalion withers and the waterholes dwindle rapidly. For the
wildlife the search for food becomes maore arducus and the daily
walk fo the remaining waterholes longer and harder, When almost
all hope for relieving rain is losh, a breeze of moist air announces
that the summer rains are on their way.

Argund January massive thunderclouds build up over mast of
Etcsha and burst af last in magnificent storms. The long-awaited
rgin drowns the parched landscape, renews the vegetation and
replenishes the walerholas. In large, mixed herds, the harbivores
gorge themsalves on fresh, green grass and soff, young leaves of
irees and shrubs, Along the way they drink freely af the counfless
rainwaler pook. This is the season of abundance for Etasha’s wildiife,
a pracious time for renewal and regaining strength before the return
of the long and hard dry season,

In the Etosha Mational Park the seasons take the wildlife on a roller
coaster from heaven {o hell, but the animals have adapted wel
to this over thousands of years, For us humans, however, Efosha
i an exhiloraling experence in each season, an unforgettable
ancaunber with the wild and its countless secrets,

in the heart of the Etcsha Nofional Park bes the Efosha Pan, o
vierst expanse of S8t and ciay sedhirmenis. Dwrg e ony secson
the pan floar brercaks info o rasaic of sl clony Blocks, which
swall cluring the nainy Secson and fun mka SRcky modl Alfer olays

af heayvy ram e Pan many even be coversd By a thin shee! of
wierler, ressaernbing a voas! kake, YWheher wel of dey, the Barren
Pan remains 9 fovowite refreaf for gemsbok [above), Burchell's
rebvas [poge 7] and other wildife away from lurking predafors,
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Mo SPANGS ermeyoe alang e Poan's ecage, affracing G molihece of wikdile, Heading thene or 9 nelreshreg armbl g groon of kado ermones o

nervoushy and scans the bbng ovass for any hidden danger
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Frull Beliens fiker Peese bell Thal there & nothing o be feared mghl now fraem This bon couple, A Okondeka spring ey one guesnchng Ther this! ofler o

ricphity rmesal avscd will 2o hise A shody spal o rekex Tor the resi of fhe clory,
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Thousands of animdoels may visit Okaukuejo [above] and other walerholes on a single day during the dry season. The vaious game species usually

drink peacefully fogether. When the andmal presswre B high, however, compelificn for drinking spoce & flerce, Here, speinqbok and ofher smaiie
anrnal offen wo pahently Ior hows for ther chance o drink [otiom ghl and top igihl) alter doamincant speckes, ke alephans and genmsisod [far

mephill, e moved ot
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Efoshea™s Dons are umicue avmoregst the Afncan bons, They ane (he anly
popwalion on the canfinent thal & free of FIV [Feline Immunodaeficien-
cy Virus], the feline equivalent of HY in hurnans.

kxck rhinos have suffered sevarely from poaching. With only 2 700
freeranging individeas ket worldwide, thay are threatened with
extinclion. Therelore naofure conservation authorifies in Etosha poy

special affenhan o e

LIS, ENGCk rhunos andd es2pharnis

o chewsrmerhc anirmols and ang
urndoutdealy amangs! Alrca's most
o wilkcllde spec s, Cnce Carmyman
throughoul soulhern Affca, excoesshie
hunting and poochimg duwing the posf
150 weraars for skins. harns and fusks

o L'::,lr” ther numbers down crosfic I.'J.'I':f'.
Tadoy these animak hove a safe haven
;

toshar and afher proteched e,
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Eicsha hokds @ diversity of wildife inciuding bock-foced impaics,
grarceul anfekapes thal are oy found in nofih-westaem Marmilbya
and soulf-weilern Angokd, Favawing shrub and woadlands,
back-faced mpalas occur in krge herds of ewes and Hhel
affsgrireg. The males, with their long. diefinclive homs, rermain single
or in bochelor groups for most of the vear.

The giraffe, the folest iond mammal, specialiies by feaeding on kbaves
at the lops of frees, where other browsers camnot reach. With ils
exferstoe miked woodlands the east of Efcsha & home fo o kige
nurmber of giraffes.
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As fhe fastest animal on earth, reaching fop speeds of 112 kfomednes per hour, the cheetoh & a very successful hunler fhat fovours Elosha’s gross
picnrE QN shitd soneanncs, Yeh il B aso the mosh celoataly Dult of all fhe big cals and ioses many o Kill 1o kons, spoited hyendas and Eopands,
toreover, the cheetah & e oy preaaror m EMosha commanly dying o anthrcn:, O boclendal deecse thal occus naluronly cimongst the Pork s
wikaihe, Pressuve fromn atter prediailors and anithrgess are thowght 1o e responsiive lor the koo normber of cheetahs i Elosha, wiuch 8 Curenthy

esfrrcried al 100 malniducs,
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Besides the speciacular large animak, Elosha B home to o number of

ST ITIENTHTCN SDecres, 05 wall 05 O vamely of biras, rephkas, ampseons
cnd insects, Eoch of these animak ploys an imgohant roke i fhe

ecolagy of Elosho.

Wiilh sorme ek and o kEeen ayve. [he obsaensanl visilor meny encownier
voauney Cope fowess, r@d rmece, the halmeded guinealoned, T yelow

mongoose, warthoos, the Daomarg dik-dik and peavhaps even the shiekd-

nose snake (clockwse from lop kelff).

&
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Armancs! the deeersily of Be in the pork are also
the black karhwoan, the keopard lontose. the

blockshouidered kite. the scrub hare, whifeloced owlks
and the ground squimel [chockwise from fop leli].
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Fiosha and ifs wildiife experience
dramafic changes bebween the
sersons The diy season wifh ifs
axtreme heat, drowght and shortoge
Ol hescecd [Redl] Bverrncys Ty CRUTRCES

i e eckge of survneal Dafore e
reriny secson findaly sels n and

Brings reliel (ricghl]. Then, for o brel
peviad af fime. lood and woler one
abundant [below] and all e regains
its sirength before the kong. hord dry
serson refurns,
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Clear Skies Above

The Cool Dry Season
- May to August -
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A cloud of whife dust
obscures most of the aclion, but the growls and snarls fell me that
this is a fierce struggle. Now and then | catch glimpses of what is
happening: Three massive male lions have sunk their tegth info a
dead rebra foal and pull and tug at it with all their might, sach one
in a different direction. Suddenly, the lifeless body tears and one
lion breaks away with half of the feal, At o sofe distonce he devours
fhe kill greedily with a few bites, while the ofther fwo continue their
struggle. Gradually tiring in the warm midday sun, their tugging
becomeas weaker, unfil they eventually lie down, still holding on
o the zebra and snarling sofily now and then, Finally one of them
gives up, keaving the finy piece of meat=no maore than a mouthful
- to his rival, and joins the lionesses resting in the shade.,

since the cold moming hours, eight lions have been dozing and
waiting near the spring of Okondeka. They are expecting the herds
of animak that will be streaming in during the course of the mcming.
Come they will, this is as sure as sunrise. In the rainless months of
the dry season the rain waler pools howve long dried up and the
withering grosses and leaves conlain less and less moisture, Mow
fhe remaining perannial walerholes are vital for those driven by
thirst. Every day karge herds of blue wildebeest, Burchell’s zebra,
springbok, gemsbok, red horfebeest, black-foced impala, giraffe
and greater kudu come for a drink. Many of them start out on their
journay to the water weall before sunrise, and some will have walked
up to ten kilometres by the time they finally take their firsh sip,

The sun had begun to climk the clear sky and to warm the air when
some of the lions, their eyes fixed upon the horizon, got up as if
on cue and fanned out quiedly. Near g wall-frampled game path
they lay down, each in a different spot behind yvellow tufts of grass.
Their coats and the drying vegetation blended together, providing
perfect camoulage. Through my Binsculars Imade oul the first herds
of zebra, wildebeest and springbok walking in files across the open
plains, They slowly drew near, while the mighty cofs lay mofionless
i woait, hardly noticeable. Only now and then a on would [iff its

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @  www.wildphoto-shop_com

heod cauliously above the grass tops o toke a peep at the prey.
or a black-tufted fail would twitch nervously. From all directions
animals wera moving to the water. S5ome groups came ralatively
close to the kons, bul not near enough for o successiul charge, The
rminutes passed, two hours went by = the lions remained wailing.

Finally, with heads hanging low a herd of wildebeest drew nearin a
steady plod. The lions crouched down with gares fixed and bodies
tensed, awailing the right moment. As the wikdebeest came within
reach, the leading bull stopped dead in his fracks. and behind him
all the others came bo a halt, Some clue, perhaps a faint smell or
a twitching ear, had made him suspicious. Yel, he wasn't certain.
For o while the herd siood there indecisively, some sfamping their
forelegs nervously, olhers licking their tails, while their eyves sconned
the terrain ahead and their ears listened out for sounds betraying
a threat, The air was loaded with tension when suddenly, a loud
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snort reant the sillence. One wildebeest had detected the slight
maovement of a Boness creeping carefully towards them. Ouiraged
snorfs echoed back and forth amongst the herd: they turned
arcund in a spht second and galloped off with waving manes and
thundaring hoowves.

My aves followed the wildebeest through the binoculars: they kept
on ruAning n a wide curve until they reached the glstening band
of shallow spring water, that stretches far out onbo the Etosha Pan.
At the water's edge they sfood next to each other and began
fo drink in large gulps. It was kate moring and the spring was
bustling with activity: zebras chased each ofher in boisterous play,
zigragging through snoozing wikdebeeast, scaltering springbok that
had approached wearily and spooking ostriches that had been
sirutting about with their feathers puffed up. A curious block-
bocked jockal frotied cheekily fowards an Egyplion goose that
had bean swimming with its three chicks at the water's edge.
Distrusting the jockal’s bold approoch, the goose now hurried off,
hissing indignanily, to get its family to safety.

A little way off from the waterhole it was qguieter, In the shaode of
the few frees small groups of animals were resting during the warm
midday hows. 3oon they and the olher herbivores would sef off
again back o ther feeding grounds. Later, in the evening and
at night it is guieter at the waterhole with only predators visifing
ococasonally,

The lions were sfill lying in wait, when a herd of zelbva came along,
heading straight for them, Telally oblivious of the perl ahead, they
walked right into the frop. It smopped shut at once. From their
hiding-places spread out in the grass, the lions attacked at full
charge, scattering the rebras, cousing them fo panic and lee in
ulter confusion. For a few moments there was total chaos, when
a foal was separated from its mother and fripped up by a lioness.
Immadiately she fastened her teeth on its throat in a suffocating grip
and before long the zebra ook ils last breath. The rest of the herd

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @  www.wildphoto-shop_com

escaped and now stared back at the ions from a safe distance, all
flusterad and whinnying like crazy.

While the Boness was still panting for breath next to the dead foal,
the thres pride malas that had relaxed all morming under a fres
and merely walched the five lionesses” hunting alternpts. came
charging up to her and grabbed the carcass from under her nose,
With a disgusted snarl the female walked away, leaving her prey
ta the males. They sunk thei teeth into the lifeless body and pulled
at i with all their sirength until it Srally fone.,

Lisuacalhy thwese piche racies ard fhe bt ol Tnencts, ot in kon socwsdy

kincness enck wilh mmalteds of food, A Gerce hight erupfed bebvean
fhem over a deod rebrva foal [above, kel and poge 23).
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Like the rays of a star nimenows gome poths keod o and from

a natwal spring. Efosha & crss-crossed by countless game iraik
efched deep info the earth by hooves and soles of animals
COFMMUNG a5 ey hove [or cenfunes behweaen reecing Qrourmols

g wWaler.

DEpufing over benrmlary and
females, wildebeest bulk chase
ecch olfwer in O wikdl ooloD af
CIRonceka sping. AMore than
st a queck sfopover Ior a

cirink, walenhokes are o hob of
acfvily, where fhere 5 firre for
leely plory, for rmecsuring each
afher's shrength or for sefiling an

ocoosonal aspule.
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Hurndreds of sprngbok gather aosly af the spring
of Soivorahord ol The avy secsan [albnowve).
These highly adoplable anfelopes, which ako
oG ur i the deser! redpions of Nomibia, can
survivier long paenicacds withau! drinking water, bul
when it & ovailoble soringbok will dink oveny
few doyvs. As bulk feeders of lIow-qualfity grosses
Burcihel s relras. on e oonirary, are exinermely
depandant o waler [nght and fog right). In
Etostea they crmke almast ooy and rarely move

Furtherr thav 15 Efcrresiress Ioem weorler Pk
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Pace 28 and 70: Walkirg in single Gk, o breading herd of slephants consisling of malhers and their offsoning

approaches o walerhaole, where they may consurme marne than g thowsand ifres aof a single visif, Srmoall
wilerhobes ane aoffen sucked dry by the fime the pochyderms move off. Then, ofher wilkbllife & forced fo either

witlk severdl klomefres fo the nexf waler point or to woall patienth until this wiolerhode filk up again.
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Efcshicr's mons one
racs Ifwreeesl Jo ol
elephents flefl), bul
weill Gftock and kil
YOLGElars if fhe
oppartunity orises,
I, howevear, &
roare, 1o el
cavves keep close
Iea Fhesir rrcfhesrs
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Allar ek ds “deapma vea”, o ke cheeloh
encs the day and begins is nicghiy rest flefl)
Far the block-backed porckal [belbw] and the

spadfed hwena fright), however, sursel & the
wake up ool for a night of extended pafrofing in

CONCCrRses,

earch ol prey of

all nghts resarved
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cncounters ehween elephonis and

Bloack fhings, hare o thrsd mgiher wirh
Pver SfrSodmeey, Cne oSl WS,
Ganeraly (he heoy weighls hove respec)
far evach afther and keen (heir dslane e,
Oecasionally, when they gel loo close 1o

each afher, g brusgue threal pose s uswally

SNoUC [ avert O ComfroniQion.

e e g of SACK munocs aof O
wialarhoke B ol han CoCormEanesa
By sy el cancd sncy g
sl al i poard of arreccbia
Behcraour, fobkywed By
drinkiveg peacafvly neoar each
ofher. Yhen ey drink. rngs Lonm
an fhe wiafer, which are reffeciod
i

by fhe Hashigh! and cregle

e Liear praiterns of Sir

e o fhe

anrmal’ bocnes,
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Al dereent o Boness guards the chima ki of 1he post
night af Ckoukueio walerhole [lefl], whike the
three aduft malke kons that pavbicipated in the hund,
recover fromm the effort a shont deslonce away.
Canerally block hings ove scfe lrom Elosher s Bons
because he adulls are quite Ggaessrie and
dedend thedr cabves vehemenhy agans! affockers
Sub=ccfull rhincs, howe s, wiuch herd Just ferl Nher
rrcadivers ool cang st o neskerfneedy srmall Bocdy Se, arne
coooasionaly kiled by these predalors. Ths group
of ke ons (below], which was abo responsible
for the rhino kil of Gkoukuejo, has in the posf killed
several odolescent rhinos. With respect to the
sunveven ol e enciangered biock rhing, one has 1o

hiape (hal hese Coses TaiTRnr exXCanians,
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Al the M Bari walerhoks, he residend pricke of ko was abo seen on g tino Carcass some yeors ago. Forfunalely this exolic medal
secms fo have been g single oocurrence for fhat group of fons.

Claudia &


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

47

CRSRTCT

[

DS IWERCOITE

W e Teares

r

1 . :
= il

Ly

i
-a

.:?f

Ll

¥

e

§i |

picie” ok dn the st mormwng gihl, They ane shy and someimes agoressve
wrrhvops becawse porf af the i wiors shoal an o farm sauth of e Ponk seventl wis

JLF

far fhew kill fi

L%

CArecy SO0 et

j )} WP B Pers ad ., il
artley neicfibounreg farrmicred, cronewalreg encler The fence whene worlhoos and pors upme

b clugy fheodees, There ey are
ym stock and pose a fhveatl fo the farmes. Owver the post 20 vears neory 800 fons have been kiled by fonmaer s
al nuvmber & hought o be moch fugher, Since TYED Elosha s lon popoaiion hos dechned from an estirmale af 500 fo
iduwak. Nolwe consernvalionsss are divided o5 1t

1 5 [0 whelher e Dok ian Gaoirn Oy oo NN osses on
Concenm, oF wiether if bes wilfur fee icrmee of maforal foc fec i,
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hree manths after the mahmg, wich &8 offen
accomparnied by agorestive growiing, sroriing
cracd Bloaws froum her pener [abeove), thee oness gives
birth fo several Bind and helpless cubs, Al the age
of ane month when (hey are able o wallk, the
muother begins fo lead them to her kilk. She keaves
her offspring behind dwing her hunting palrok and
E -:::'.'-ﬂ'l.'."l.'."l.'." Wil 2xXUDerance Upon Der e (mgnd).
The culs moshly remcnn well hciclen m e G,
wirere they caie reialvely sale Iram alfver preckalon,
aspacialy spoffed vencs, wiheh wawka BN tham
walhaul Fesiliolon., Sarmalvmes, howewar, srmall
tiars Torcpe! thenmsebees i (i oy and ron abool

boiterowsly in the open [lop right].
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Storcally, G ol boness [above] warches The wikd piony of Sul-0aull peoe
rrsarvabeds ficphl bap rcph andd far righl). Mast af Efasha™s bons e e predes
of Behersan fhree fo fwebee memders, occupying O aefined hunhing anea
anaund o walerhoke and delending i agains! chalengaes. The lowndahon
of bon society & ihe close social relofionship between the moshy related
pride femakes. aspecially the bond between maothers and daughlers,
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An Alnicon wildcal kes molionkess in g depression [kedt]. Tolally reling on the

camowfioge of her coof, she waifs without any cover at the woler's edge ot
Chranfshad for the arrieal of The Nomaguad sandgroose, thal ved e warenhokes
caily. Aboul an howy oF G affer survise the choroc asne "EaRe-vean -Cois

canrs e e crrnecel af M fesl iocks, The brcls land o law mmefres Irar e

weerter, ok anclrd Deeeily and wialk the shor defance fo the rouagh, Mast of the
somddorowse disfrus! the shange rock and ook for anather spal o drink [lop e, bul
sorme of them run obliviowsly fowards the wildeol, Like o spring. the predalony cal
jurmps up and kries fo snafch ane of the binds from midair fabove), Affer several

unseccessful attemp s she finclly has SOMCoIoUEe for breqkfost,
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Cheeky and chever hunifers, Black-backed ockal [fog kel ranely mes an
opporfunity o slak an inallentive groond scuirel Boe thi one (el thel sfulfs
ifs cheeks with the seeds of o dwarl shrub. Af fest the e rodent escopes

info a near-by burrow, but i bems ouf lo be o shorf lunnel with fvo enfrances.
When the jockal begins digging af the cone haole, the squirel fliees throwgh the
ather. Howewver, lhe clever jockal has been expeciing thes move and snaps af
amnce [above).
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Towards the end of winfer, m Aongus! and
Seplember, when day femperaiures suddenly
rise, nafure perfonms one of s miracles: Withoul
a single drop of rain having fallen, the leafless
sfwubs of the Acocry nelrownn Ul farth yalkow,
frescpreant fowears fmghl]. Due o thel hgh confent
ol nuinious proleins ond swuoars, orcfles (k).
sprinpbaok [Beicw], Biackfaced irmpakos anad
oreatey Euclus consiaey them o delcocy and a
welcome change rom ife willed leaves of ihe
other shrubs and frees.
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Blencirg m o with the dy Beaves of the winiry mogans sanvanna [Tar kelf], o boness ooks oul Tor prey, e o ke femonke (ke and her kg,

witch ove brosweers ancd e n Elasha’™s dense free scrvanna, More Hhan Ball of e Poark 8 coversd wilh mogaane, o waooed pionl, whech
oreaves o O shieds or Iree, depanding on (e condan ol e sl i Jody and Augrus! ther Bufferfesanged Boves, whnch make thaem aosily
recognizabke flop lefl). change colowr o brown and will belore they are dropped in Seplember. Duwing this hme elephonts sourm mapane
becrves, their main foed in Elasha, and feed an The leaves, hwigs ond barks of the Acacia nebrawnin shrobs fabove) and ofther planis,
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Aller a hol day., an elephanl hend refnesfues

el of o waterhole of dusk (keft]. The
wourkg anes obviousk enjoy fhe “family
outing” fo the waler very much [obowve]
el Lese The ooodtuniy for ey Dlany g
rmpefusus spdoshing around. To protect
Hhaar sk oainst msects ond drymg ol

iy I Pecarshy Sur Sorme alenhonts inely
inclukpe i o dust bath righl) bedare the
hend cpuiesithy cnd peacelully refurns inlo fhe

fee savanna.
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Under the Relentless Sun

The Hot Dry Season

- September to December -
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We listen to the still evening air.
Hothing. There is nol the sightest sound coming from the procession
of giants walking past, several fons heavy but quiet as mice. Their
colossal sithouettes first mowve silenily in front of the pink sunset sky,
fhen fade in the dusty twilight before finally they are last in the
dark.

since he lote afterncon the breeding herd of ten elephants had
been enjoving themselves at a waterhole. On their advance, the
pachyderrms af st rudged in o row with trunks raised, but on the
last hundred mefres they stormed fo the waler in sheer abandon,
forgetling all discipline. Upon amival, they eagerly sucked in the
first lfres of water with their frunks and spraved them pleasurably
inte their mouths, Between the drinking gionts, elephant calves
pattered abouwt escitedly. They only drank mother’'s milk and did
not care much about the water, With loppy frunks and Auitering
ears they chased each other, bokferously ramming each other in
the sides and measuring their strangth with head to head, high-
spiited pushing.

The big ones obviously enjoyed the bathing trip too. Some sprayed
their huge bodies energetically with trunk-loads of water; others
waded into the pool, churning up the murky water by moving o
leg vigorously back and forth to cool their massive bellies. COne
alephant cow decided to take a proper bath and submerged
herself fully in the middle of the waterhole, Only now and then her
frunk emerged, like a submarine periscope, cautiously breaking
the surface for air, turning laff, turning right, dropping again in slow
motion and dsoppearing bock info the waler,

Eventually thair exuberant drinking and bathing subsided and the
waterhole became still again. For a few minutes the elephants
stood motionless, like in a france, then low rumbling sounds
moved through the herd. This was the signal, a “let's go” rumble,
wheraupon the herd gathered and waked off peacefully, following
a broad elephant path past us fowards the sinking sun.

For several days a hot north-easierdy wind has blown mercilessly, From
the baren Etosha Pan the wind carries billons of fine clay particles,
which spiralling high into the sky form a huege dust plume. To the
wesh and soulh of the Pan storms of thick white dust sweep across
the savanna, swallowing landmarks, muffling sound and blowing
away smalls. Deprived of life-saving warning signak the animals are
visibly uneasy, Huddled together, groups of springbok, Burchell's zebra
and blue wikdebeast stand anxiously in fhe howlng wind, waiting for
the storm fo die down. Finally, while the elephants bath in the early
evening, the wind subsides. Dust shill lingers in the o as quietness
settles across the land.,

it is the height of the dry season. For several months the sun
has been bealing down relenflessly from o cloudiess sky, wilh
temperatures occasionally climbing above 40 degrees Cealsius.
Dwuring the sweltering midday heat most living things, incleding us
humans, doze exhoustedly, for the shighfest moverment is too taxing.
Towards the evening the heat finally eases off, and a sigh of refief
walts across the lond. The animals slowly awaken from their daze
and begin to feed well into the night,
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Lately, however, the search for food has become maore arduous.
kMonths of incessant drought have fransformed the savanna inte a
desolate wasteland. Most grass of the past rainy season has been
eaten, frampled o blown away by the winds, The little that is left
has bean sucked dry 1o ifeless, pale stalks. The leaves of frees and
shrubs are now abio withered and low in nutients or have dropped
alfogether, More and more offen thirst drives the weak animals
back o the dwindling waterholes. In this hard and extreme fime,
life in Etosha becomes a struggle close to the edge of survival.

When all creatures groan under the heat and dryness, relief is onifs
way: owver night moist air rells in from the north-east, as far oway as
Angola and lambia, spreading the smell of distant rain, Lke o feet
of historc ships in full sail, white curmulus clouds ine the horzon and
wake the memory of a long-chenshed dream. As if afraid fo drow
neaar, the clouds hang in the distance for days, only now and then
sending ahead the odd messenger, If sails closer hesitantly and
evaporates slowly, dissolving into thin air. One moming, howewer, the
clouds have dsappeared from the horizon as suddenly as they have
appearad, With them the dream of the beginning of the longed-for
rainy season is gone.

Darys. somefirmes only weeks later, the ghostlike clowds are back. This
timea they move closer, cauvliously, asambling in scaltered groups
and growing into fowering mountains of clouds, Towards evening
fhey tumn inte menacing thunderclouds and affer dark, streaks of
lightening flash through the night. Where they hit the ground, the
completely bone-dry vegetation cafches fire instantly, buming like
finder. Strengithened by the wind and fuelled by the dry grass, the
flames spread fast, devouring the foliage and branches close to the
ground and sometfimes even whole trees. Despite leaving a frail of
destruchion, the fre creates space and the ashes provide imporant
minerals for the baginning of new plant growlh.

Atlast the thunderclouds burst, Before reaching the ground, howewver,
fhe rain offen evaporates in the hot air, and the savanna remains

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @  www.wildphoto-shop_com

dry, Here, the promize s inally fulfiled: large. heavy drops hil the
parched land and the dream of rain becomes a reality. The next
marning the storm clouds are gone. Tha sun conguears the sky again,
and with her the unrelenting heat returns. In areas, where suffcient
rain has fallen, fresh green grass springs up within a few days. As
if called by the inaudible voices of promising rain clouds and the
scent of verdant savanng, hundreds of springbok, wildebeesi
and zebras arive and eagerdy feed thair fll. But the forfune does
not last long. Soon the soil dries out and the grass wilts under the
scorching sun. The animak move on and the wait for the relieving
rainy seasen confinues,

AN asinch Couple Wwals amndausty Tor O shodm fo abate [kl In

sephember ancd O faber hol winds reguently Blow Irgem The norfh-
@l Where they twdapn across bovren Bnd they iranstonm infto shal-
wved, bcalred sand sforms. When blue wibblebeest [abaove), elephants
(rage 55) and afther herbivores leagve the walerhales lowards sunsed,
the winedd dies down, but howrs lofer the divst shill fingers.
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i e mickdary heal oust-iocfan whwhaamcE, s0-
cofed “dust devil™ . Ghevelon I maany Doces on
the Erosha Pan, When moving Ooross 1he open
suface af the Pan, they seml iDose parfickes

in g spiral hundrecs of meeires up inda the air
As soon as they hit dense vegelalion or when
the wind eases off, they lose momenfurm and
aEperse.
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Counfless Burchel's zebiras and Blue wiklebeest come o the sorng off Chkorndakd dunrg The hol Oy Seasor | i _-r'.‘_._ Heol and consiont dryness oriee

e wholte o e rermoring walerfoees more and movre offen. Al cerfam sorngs and Dorefoses The wator surfoce sheinks fo o few souore meire

becouse of the nfense aumal presoune, G Gy O Tew animas may gk Qf The sarme e, Adany of the sty onimas that have gatheyed of the

witerhoke cunng the Course of e dony wionl Tor oers, sormelirmes @ven wntd Qusk Lo a charce 1o ok (o).
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FEQning o st kzke, the cloudiess sky above Efosha reflect on
the greal, barren Pan. in desert cimales bomre mirages develop
when the bottom kayers of ar eal up excessvely. raiies
(e, wakdebeest (Tor i), sprngiak gl and olifbser wilciile
take a shorl cul acress the Efosho Pon Io get fo waler, desprile

graund lermperatures of more than 30 degress Calsus,

P
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An elenbhan!'s runk & g powey pack of more than 10 00

ki il muscees. Having evolved Irorm (e nose and
upper ko, i can hold about six §res of woler ond serves

) off fowch IF i sfrong enowgh o

O QI Impeortanl Ofgen

push down g ree ond sensiinee encudgh o pick up a

e Mowar,
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Elephanis kove worler, Dinng the hol secson they spend
hawes al walerhales in order 1o cool down Ther mosie
bodlies, which carmnal give off heal easife. Wilh strang
pulls of fher frunks, they seck up ukewarm waler by the
filre and spray if anfo ther belkes for leff]. Their lavouwnte
pestime, however, B to foke o bath, either peacefuly of

By themsehves (nghl) or combined with paanaul wiresiling
with anoaifwer elephont [Dekow).
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Warnthags have [her own
siratecpes fo beoy the heal,

Bz Povezry rereshing miud boailtes
Flaft), wiueh ores Tolawed

by scralch massages af an
okd free sfurmp (below), they
simpiy rest to save enengy

jrigiht).

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_com  all ights reserved


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

— —

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_.com  all rights reserved



https://www.photos-namibia.com/

Accompanied by dealening fwillering,
recibiffed] queleas, cccasionally occurring in
swanrs of milkons of birds, kand in o free. Weak
branches and leaves brveok under their weight,
bt at the same fime their dung & deposited
aon the ground and provides the free with

mnpoeriant nuinenrs.,

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_com  all rights reserved


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_com  all fights reserved

&r


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_com  all rights reserved


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

eCily the il aond inwed, are alf the eage ol suryival [fop kel

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_com  all ights reserved


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

The dealh of an animes] does ol remesin
undecowvened for kong. Whitebocked vulfures [bealkow)
e generally the fist fo spol carcasses from the

ar, but block-bocked jockak fleft], spotled hyenas

| boftom .?l'.“l'.‘j QN oS CRs0 IROCE OO decndl arimeais
quickh with ther ocule sense of smell
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Eveary vaon cunmdg e ho

e [otin vier] numeTous elkephants de of anffva (rght). The

et ]

s pebras, sprngeot and widebeas!, wihich seccurmd 1o if esoecioity Iowands e
gnd of the roiry secson. Arimak conlrac! the deecse by pickrg wp anlhvon spares, survreol T
i i

fre Bacheria, which mery be conmanlt For cenluries. Scienisl beleve anthray spores may enfer

the arnal Mrauah abvosicns m The mouth and throal, Onee he Bacleno Iake over (he Boody's

defense decrin & mevilabhle,
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Many hungry moulhs can gonge themsehes of an elephant
Covrcoss. When an aingaectual ikon, which s oo weok Io hunt
oecause af diness [above] or okd age [rghill, con leed
UraiEwDad Tor OOrys On O UGS CONcoess, if Qr e ragoins ms

shrencith and escapes declh,
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Etosha now resamibakes o Jesert, Wibh
I excepdion of [he geean Mmoo
Ires, whinchy Soraul new aves in
Cclober withoul o drop of rain,
everythimg & grey, dusty and dried
ouf towarck the end of the year [left].
When of hope for refief seems lost,
e waC ke |"II'J|:];}-F."."I'i ot kst Fown the
rorth-20sl, couck ey with roe roll
i e clearken ihe sky above Efosha
(], cormaensineg untd fmally ey
exprade i rmergniicent stoems frghll,
T rqainy season has begur.
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Clouds of Mercy

The Rainy Season
- January fo April -
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Laughing and cheering
amid the swamped savanna we celebrate the miracle that has
emerged from the storm. With a soft gurgle the water around us
slowly Bows fowards lower terain. The cool air is invigoraling, the
smell of rain and wet earth beguiling. Abowve us the vel of clouds has
been liffing steadily after the heavy rainstorm. On the horizon the
fhunderclouds are still raging, new and then lashing from lighining
within and rumbling in a low bass. Suddenly sunlight breaks through
the western sky and pours a symphony of colours onto this rare,
franslucent water world, as if bidding the dry season farewell and
announcing the beginning of the rainy season.

The rain has changed everylhing. The air & clear and moist, the
temperature pleasant. Washed clean of the white dust of the dry
season, the savanna gleams in postel earth colours and glistens
with pools ond puddles, Here the wildlife drinks af leisure, ignoring
fhe perennial waterholes, which e deserted. CQuiet nights now
come to life with termites, moths as well as other hatched insecis
buzzing and futtering aboul with bats and nightjars chasing affer
fhem in o feeding frenzy.

The most significant fransformalion, though, i happening quietly
within the soaked soil. 3eeds, thal have lain dommant for mondhs,
maybe years, geminate and sprout, and within a few days breathe
life onto the pole lond with a fimid tinge of green: it i grass, the
lifeblood of the African savanna. Soon the plains are dotted with
Burchell's zebras, blue wildebeesst and springbak. With heads low
and moving incessantly, they cut the grass with their sharp incisors,
inally eafing their &l after the past harsh months,

Meanwhile a flood is guietly on its way fowards Efesha, Fed by rains
furttver north and east, the ephemenal ivers of the Ekuma, Oshigambo
and Ormuramba Owambo = most of the year dry riverbeds - are
running. In good years the waters reach as far as the Etosha Pan,
where they form wide bodies of water at the mouths. The feoding
Ormuramba Owarmbo first flls Fisher's Pan, an eastern extension of

the Efosha Pan, bafore it overflows into the main pan. Thousands of
walerbirds amive to feast on small fish, waler insects and countless
ricro-organisms that have made the joumey with the water. Together
with fairy shrimps, tadpole shrimgs and blue-green algae that now
appear in vast numbers, they form a rich food supply.

Waders, armong them blackwinged shills and pied avocets, gracefully
strut about in the shallows: grey herons stand motionkess in the water,
in wait for frogs or lithe fish swimming past; Cape teak and red-
billed teals poddie about cheekily, nibbing on small aguatic plants
and insects; greater and lesser lamingos, at times gathering in the
thowsands, wade about on long reddish legs, honking and chattering
endlessly,
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With the cnset of the rainy season, a wave of restlessness spills
across the park, seizing springbok, wildebeest and zebras, Herd affer
herd begins its frodifional migration fo the grass plains weast of the
Etosha Pan. Socon merging into large groups, which move in long
files, their march mushrooms into a large procession. For a pride of
ligns that has setiled along their roule, the moving anirmals — many
af tham heaavily pregnant - pravide aasy pickings. Aftera few days
the first herds finally arive at their fovourite surmmer grazing areaq.
It was quiet here during the dry season for there i no permanent
waler, bul now the grassland comes fo life and echoes with the
whinnying, lowing and grunting of thousands of animals.

Cine mormning a springbok ewe rests, a little separated from the
herd, beside her a tiny wet bundle is lyving motionless. She reaches
back to her new-born lamb and for a second, mather and voung
fouch nosaes for the very first lime. While the ewe bagins fo lick its
coat claan, the tiny springbok stirs and, only minutes old, tries fo get
up. The first few attermpds fail, its legs give way and it fumbles back
onto the grass, but 500 the lamibs stands for a few seconds on lang,
wobbly legs. A lithle later it fakes its first unsteady sleps towards its
micther, where it instanily searches for her teals and takes ifs fiest
drink. Within a few hours it s sturdy enough 1o run beside ifs mother
if they must flee from a predalor. In the coming weeks hundrads
of other springbeok lambs, wildebeest calves and zebra foals will
be born into this time of plenty. In mixed herds they romp carefree
amid the ush grass carpet dotted with vellow fowers.

For a few weeks Efosha s a poradise on earth, where food and
water are available in abundance. This s a precious fime for
renewal and for regaining strength, Eventually. however, hardly
noticed at frst, the clouds vanish fram fthe sky. In the absence of
replenishing rains, the ephemeral kakes and short-lived poeddles
quickly dry up, cousing migratory birds to leave for wetter realms,
and the wildlife fo gradually return fo the winter grazing areas and
congregate at permanant walarholas again.

At dusk we watch a herd of springbok grazing on the yallowing
grass phains, when a ittle springbok suddenly races off and begins fo
bounce argund ke a rubber ball, with lowered head, arched bock
and stiffened legs. At once others join in and soon the enfire herd
laaps up and down boistercusly in o wildly choreographed dance of
celebration. Although “pronking”. as this behaviowr & called, might
serve as practice for predalor evasive action, 1o us, it simply looks like
high spils and exuvberance al beaing alve. The rany season i over, bul
Etosha b strengthened and prepared for the coming dry season.

Lighrfnineg fashe

¥ wilkdhy as the fhundersiorm confinues Io
e in the delance, mearmdaihile sience s seffed over he
W .:r" I'I.u-lr L | ooge a ||

Ropicily sookirag Ehosha's savannag and orass plains [above)
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Ny SEORME are Sharoc benshe of e rewny Seasor. They are

lofowed by rondess penock of severon! doys, durning which

e skoy chears, the fiooded ncscape slowly anes wo and

plecsan iy worm dons encourcoge plend! orowth
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Whern fhe fast steang rans rarsionm dushy depnessons
il panck (nghtl, P onderkang soul s hens amnd
bulrocs crwaken Irarm ther Ydry season rest i convilies
weilihiry Hee soi, Ermergineg frorm fhe mad, suddendy
hurdrendls of frogs romp about in the pook (below).
Bulrogs are the kvges! frog species in soufhem Afica,
The adult malkes are bgger than the fernokes and
reach o comsiderabie lknghh of 20 cenfimefres. Ealing
anything fhat mowves, the noclwnal bulfrogs’ diet

FEIrREpES TFCrn Srrecilt Dwcts, e and INSecrs Mo SO,

ancrkess and alhey radgs, meiachng ther owne kv,

Gy herons [above] and nurmerows ofher

wrfer birds soon arive, eager fo foke
advantage of the prolferation of bulfrogs

and affver armohi s,
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Elosho E now Qls0 O pOraoEe for Dor-2ared foxes,
winch Mainey &0l MSechs, SPIIers and sSCofpHons.
Wilh hher excelanl heanng and sense of smedl they
can chefect the lansae of nsects wilthiwn the soul fkefi).
Born sharlty Dedore the start of the iy Secson

their young cubss eal their il on e nich food supply

[below and right).
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Mersocing grey-Eicrck Stonrm Claucts Brew in (e sky. belone
a localired and heawy thundershower inally breaks [leff).
Twned away rom the wind, blue wildebeast (fabowve],
springbak (right) and ofher animats stand mofionkess and
huddied in the rain. This behoviow prevenks thelr bodies
fromn cooling cown foo ropicliy.
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Like most cofs, cheetohs vswally shy cway
from water. These two fkefl], however, take
cchvcbongs ol e rain Tor o swpvse olfack

(tap ngphl] an a herd of sprmgbok siandmng
Musdchied i the rovn [below], Fleerg m
panic, the anlelopes rmorowly ascope e
predatony cals [Bolform rght).
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While o sfarrm fronl dirowws near,
rebras pecaceluly grare on the
CITEE GRS piewns west of the
Etasha Pan [abwve and nghil).
Thouwsands of rebras, wikdebees]
and springbok from other porfs
of the Park marched for several
days fo feed on the fresh,

jwcy grersses of these favouwife
SLFTIMTRST (T2 CFEIs.
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YWhen animak ([ rther

i krepe hercls, kons are
Lo 10 Iokowe, Behaoon
fheewr migehitly faumis, winch
e rmcsily suc el

wilth such

il carrnal
rrraders [bakow], The
T r|||.r. coab rekr -II:I.-'II"'_.-'
in #he gnass for up fo
herniby hours o diay [left

it e,
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Lrushy and any iverbeds clunng the dny secson, the Cshcormiond
flefl] and the Ekuma [below] may flow affer heavy rain (ol to the
narth of Elasha. bn good years of ram. they reach fhe Elasha Pon
cared farrry kancpe swiee ! swaerher ienbiess o fhear rouiing, Lodonl showoers
oo Elosha Il o prehelons ieer course an e Efcsha Pan [mahl),
I vnuswally wel years, the Pan B ransdormed info an ephemeral

shalfow koke,
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The breeding coknmes of greater and leser flamingos are
aftery inferrmied and, o profecion agains! predolors, they e
rracasily far aul on the Elasha Pan [righl). Whils some gracler
femingas have abeody selled an ande of e frodifional
breeding sifes [cikcle of bings), other greater and kesser
fimingos are shll busy with preparations. Athowgh Somingos
nasl on the Elcsha Pan every few years, most breeding
atternpfs are tnsuccessful. Chicks only hafoh offer 28 days
of incubation and take another hwo and o half months
belore they are fully ledged, Waler around the colonies
aoffen subsicles bafone the chicks are able 1o leave wilh Iheir
porenls, The abardoned brood has e chance of suvival,

Al the slarl of the rainy season in
northemn Namibia, greater and kesser
Aomingos offen keove their winder
homes af Moamibia's coastal legoons,
protic kot Sarchasdch Hovbour ancd
Walvi Bay, to heod for inkond weliand
fleft]. Thousands of lamingos viil
Elasha becawse of the nch lood supply
avecd, in SO yeors, fo breed here, In
soultrern Africo the Elosha Pan and the
Mokogodikogodi Poan in Bolswana are
the main mass breeding sites for boath
specles of famingos.
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Each e, lunend by g rich supply of
waler insecls, crneloceans, molwscs
and blue-green clgoe, hundreds of
greater famimpos (kelf] ond kesser
fermingos [belw) vt Feher's Pan, an
ecferm exfension of the Elosha Pan
wihich B flooded by the Omurarmba
Crevcrnibro, Shayving amewhere Irom
sevvirrl mondhs fo several weeks, the
birds refurn to the Alfanfic coosf once
the waler has diied vp towards the end
of fhe rainy secson.
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Aoy from e herd, O springbak ewe bes down lo bear her larmb [kefl],
Stently and inconspicucushy she pushes her young furtter amd furbher
oul, wnil just hwenby minufes kafer, i bes molionkess in the gross. For a
few seconds both lie shill from exhoustion, then the mother recches
bock o her lamb ond thed noses fowch for the wery first fime [micidia],
soon the iffle spngbok alfempls o get up [below), but [alk bock o
the: growand ogain and ogoin whie the ewe fcks # clean [right). She
v o ls The altesyarlh I rermove ol ocas of srmel Thal coukd allroc]
O precialod, Within & fevw hoors the Kanl & sluraly enaugh on ils iegs 1o
fiee from dangeyr.
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A sen of vedow Tnbuius [k and Hepecaim [Below]
flerewiers Bings aaivanal cokaur Gnlo [he grean
serwaarna, Parfiswlorky on overgrared soik these annucl
flwering plants dominale the landscape within o lew
clenys af the fiesl rgins, On sandy soil Sesamam fowers
provide spols of pink (righf].
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wEit e cancsse=s Tecilly piccioe e sadcts [l e Tvree=s e Tod

helrmeled guinealfowk [above] and other seed-ealers thal have o

Donvicte for el offspning now, Whike one of the kos! thundemshowers

goas down m ihe dsfance, eks of lush grass sway it the waern windg
after a good rainy season fnght). The & the food supply of Etosha
ararers for the folowing eighf months of dry season, It most kst undil

the nesxt DLIFY SIS | S s ir LIL eI,

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_com  all rights reserved


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

7o P T v e e S R
.. -

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @ www.wildphoto-shop_com  all ights reserved


https://www.photos-namibia.com/

Finaity the rain sfops all logedter, The sun shines from a
choualess sky and soon the poolks are oy, Jebvas (lefl).
wildlebeast and springbok refurn do fheir winler feading
grownds near the perennial walerholes (below) whene fons
cso gather fright and far right). The noiny season hos emnded
bt Efosha s wikdife & sfrengthened and prepared for fhe
K. hordd dry seasan ahead,
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Epilogue

The rany years we spent in Elosha howve been some of the bestin our
ives so far. During this time the wildemess revealed many of its secrets
o us and taught us imporiant things about oursehes, Living in Efosha
meant to bve in accordance with the rhythms of naoture: fogether with
the wild animak we enjoyed the cool winter months, suffered during
the relenilessly hot and dusty dry season and breathed a sigh of relief
when the rainy season finaly began. Whanewver we cbserved Elosha's
animals, a feeling of franquillity and happiness lowed through us, and
we felt one with nofure, Etosha owokened a deep foscinafion and
respeact in us of untouched wikdness, of the powerful forces of nature
and of the grandness of creation.

At the same time we were quile concermed, becauwse the exstence of
the Etosha Haticnal Park and other wilderness areqs is no guaranies
for the future, With the lond hunger of the ever growing world
population, nature can end up in dire siraits. Every day huge areas
of prisfine lkandscapes are being destroyved and are lost forever.

But there is hope. In many places national parks and other areas of
nature makea much highar profits through growing workdwide tourism,
than any ofher form of lond use. Thus, nature goins comsiderable
aconames worth. In a warld, in which the economy seerms io be the
driving force, this B good news.

Claudia & Wynand du Plessis @  www. wildphoto-shop_com

There is obo anolher reason, why the wildemesses of this earth should
be preserved for us and for the coming generations. We think, that
man & part of noture and needs it for his psychological well-being.
Time spent af one with nalure is pure therapy, which uplifts the spirif
and creales a fesling of peace and happinass. The widemeass reminds
us, that there are sfill things in the world, which are greater than us,
wikd and indomitable - and this does the soul good,
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Etesha, a magnificent Haticral Park in Namibia, B moarked by exreme contrasts: months of heat
and dryness create a struggle for survival for the counfless wildiife, The relieving rain brings o shorl-
Fved time of plenty to the diverse fauna. The outhors lived for mere than ten years in the Park,
wiarking o consarvation scientists and decumenting the dramahic ripthms of this Affcan wilkdameass
as passionate nofure photographers, With beliont imoges ond moving words they give o deep
mnsgnt into he enigque nature parodise of Etosho.
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