
 

Photo Gear Settings Summary Sheet for 

Wildlife Photography 

 

Camera & lens setting at start of GAME DRIVE to be ready for 

action:  

 Aperture Priority  

 Smallest f-stop of your lens e.g. f 2.8 or f 4 

 Preset the ISO for shutter speed of about 1/800 sec or more 

 Continuous shooting mode at highest frame rate per second 

 Autofocus in ‘non tracking focus mode’ with small focus area size in 

the centre of your viewfinder 

 Image stabilization ON, if hand-held 

 Image stabilization OFF, if camera is on bean-bag or tripod 

 long telephoto lens: 300 mm or longer 

 

 

Rule of thumb for hand-held photography to avoid camera shake: 

Shutter speed is AT LEAST equal to focal length of your lens 

e.g. 1/500 sec at the smallest f-stop for a 500 mm lens; 

 

Image stabilization allows you a 2 to 5 stops slower shutter speed; 

 

 remember: action shots require higher shutter speed to freeze the 

action (e.g. 1/1600 sec or higher) 

 

https://take-better-photos-in-namibia.com


 

Exposure Triangle: 

The exposure of your image is made up of a combination of these 3 

settings: 

 your ISO setting, which determines your sensor’s light sensitivity 

 the f-stop, which determines the aperture width & therefore how much 

light gets to the sensor & what’s your depth of field 

 the shutter speed, which determines how long the shutter is open and 

let’s light in  

 

Camera setting in LOW LIGHT conditions (early morning & late 

afternoon): 

 Aperture Priority  

 Smallest f-stop of your lens e.g. f 2.8 or f 4 

 Preset the ISO for desired shutter speed, depending on animal action 

to avoid motion blur 

 

Camera setting in FAST LIGHT conditions (late morning, during 

midday & early afternoon): 

 Aperture Priority  

 F-stop of your choice for desired depth of field 

 Lowest ISO possible, but fast enough shutter speed for animal action 

to avoid motion blur 

 

 

Camera setting for ‘action level of animal behavior’:  

• all on ‘Aperture Priority’ and on autofocus 

 



Slow Action with passive animals, e.g. resting lions = no risk of motion blur: 

 Start with smallest f-stop (widest aperture) but go larger if time allows 

 Set ISO to get fast enough shutter speed to avoid camera shake 

 Single shot frame rate 

 ‘Non-tracking focus mode’ with small focus area size on animal’s face 

 

Medium action with slowly moving animals, e.g walking lion = medium risk 

of motion blur: 

 Smallest f-stop 

 Set ISO to get fast enough shutter speed of 1/800 or higher to avoid 

motion blur 

 Continuous shooting mode at a high frame capture rate 

 ‘Non-tracking focus mode’ with a small focus area size on the animal’s 

face 

 

Fast action with fast moving animals, e.g pronking springbok = high risk 

motion blur: 

 Smallest f-stop 

 Set ISO to get fast enough shutter speed of 1/1600 or higher to avoid 

motion blur 

 Continuous shooting mode at the highest frame capture rate 

 ‘Continuous focus tracking mode’ with medium focus area size on 

animal’s face 


