
 

MODULE 2: PHOTOGRAPHIC HIGHLIGHTS IN NAMIBIA  

 

Here’s What You’ll Learn In This Module: 

 Where to find the BEST photo spots in Namibia 

 What you need to know about them BEFORE you plan your 

Namibia trip  

 How to explore & photograph these photo highlights  

 Which are the best times to photograph them 

 

We’ve touched already in Module 1 that Namibia has amazing 

wilderness areas which are a haven for photographers. There are 

actually so many great places that it can be quite overwhelming. And 

since Namibia is such a vast country and you cannot have it all in one 

visit, you have to decide which areas to focus on & then build your trip 

around these photo destinations. To make this decision easier for you, 

we’re going to introduce Namibia’s photographic highlights with photo 

relevant information in this module to help you with your trip planning. 

Much of this information you also find in the booklet called ‘Namibia’s 

Photographic Highlights’ that we’ve included in this course as a PDF. If 

you want to look up destinations and accommodation places for your 

planning, you can use our Namibia Road Map, which is also included as 

a PDF. It’s a great map to use for your actual travels in Namibia as well. 

There are also PDFs of our Etosha Road Map and of our Namib Desert 

https://take-better-photos-in-namibia.com


Map. Please refer to these 3 maps, whenever we talk about these 

specific areas, and of course take them to Namibia on your live visit. But 

let’s start and give you a visual overview of the best wilderness areas & 

the photo hot spots of Namibia to get you all inspired & excited about 

your upcoming Namibia photo trip. 

 

1. Regions in Namibia 

We’d like to briefly show you what you can expect for your landscape 

photography in terms of the vegetation. Plant production is mainly 

influenced by the yearly rainfall as this map shows. Roughly explained 

you’ll find bare ground & very low plant production that means desert & 

semi-deserts along the entire Namibian coast in the West and in the 

South & South-eastern region. The rainfall & therefore the plant growth 

increases going North & North-East and this shows, in that you find more 

grass and tree-savanna, and finally very lush sub-tropical forests in the 

highest rainfall areas in the North-Eastern Caprivi. 

We are now going to guide you through Namibia by regions with similar 

environmental characteristics. For this we have divided the country into:  

 North-western Namibia 

 North & North-eastern Namibia 

 The Etosha National Park 

 Central & Eastern Namibia 

 The Namib Naukluft & surrounding areas 

 and South & South-eastern Namibia 

 

 



2. North-western Namibia (Kaokoland, Damaraland, 

Skeleton Coast Park and Dorob National Park) 

 

So, let’s start with the photo highlights in North-western Namibia. The 

region includes Kaokoland, Damaraland, the Skeleton Coast Park 

and the Dorob National Park, which are all highlighted in orange on the 

map. This region can be called Namibia’s wildest region. Kaokoland is 

home to the Himba people, which you’ve probably heard of, a tribe 

which is still living a semi-nomadic life in Namibia. But in general there 

are extremely few people living there, very few roads, and there is very 

little development going on here. It’s mainly desert and semi-desert and 

very rugged terrain. There are many dry rivers, that means river beds 

without running water, and only the Kunene in the far north bordering on 

Angola flows throughout the year. Some areas are only accessible by 

plane, most require experienced 4x4 driving skills, and all in all travelling 

in this area is very slow going. For some areas your need a special 

permit or the company of a concessionaire (like those in the Skeleton 

Coast Park). 

Now to the highlights: 

The Ruacana Falls are waterfalls at the Kunene river bordering Angola, 

they are actually quite close to a border post. Ruacana is a spectacular 

waterfall at times. It’s accessible by a 2x4 car, but if you want to explore 

the area you need a 4x4. It’s really off the beaten track therefore we 

suggest a dedicated trip to the North – combined with other highlights in 

the area. The water flow at the falls is dependent on rainfall in Angola 

and is also regulated by a hydroelectric power plant upriver in Angola, 

and therefore varies. At Ruacana you’re going to photograph on foot and 



only from a few photo points. The best time for a visit is at the end of the 

rainy season as there is the most water – but it’s high risk for Malaria 

then – Wynand got Malaria here once already – so we advise you to 

take medication and other appropriate precautions, such as mosquito 

repellant etc. 

 

The next highlight we want to show you is the Epupa Falls further North-

West of Ruacana, also along the Kunene river and bordering Angola. 

This is a real jewel for landscape photographers and offers a variety of 

amazing photo scenes because of its myriads of waterfalls, of baobab 

trees that tower on rocky outcrops amidst cascades of water and of 

many beautiful palm trees. It has a ‘fairyland atmosphere’ especially at 

sunset and is one of our favorites in Namibia. To get there you only need 

a 2x4 car but again to explore the area a 4x4 is required. It’s also very 

off the beaten track and requires a dedicated trip. The water flow at 

Epupa is – like at Ruacana – also dependent on rainfall in Angola and 

varies. You’ll also photograph on foot, but from many photo points as 

you can walk around freely. And the best time is usually at the end of the 

rainy season – when you’ve got lots of water, but it’s also a high risk for 

Malaria then, so again please take precautions.  

 

Two other areas that are very beautiful to explore and photograph are 

the Marienfluss Valley and the Hartmann Valley, which both lead up 

to the Kunene river in the North. There you find tall grass plains as far 

as the eye can see with patches of ‘Fairy circles’. These plains are 

surrounded by rugged mountain ranges & rocky outcrops. They are also 

home to desert elephants, mountain zebras and giraffe and also smaller 

wildlife. The Kunene river as the northern border of these valleys is a 

welcome oasis in the barren landscape, but is teaming with crocs. 



Beware! In these valleys you might meet the semi-nomadic Himba 

people who may be willing to have a small chat. The Marienfluss & 

Hartmann Valleys are only accessible with 4x4s. It’s actually best to 

travel with two vehicles in a convoy - in case one breaks down in this 

extremely remote part of the world  - and a good off-road experience is 

required. You need to bring all fuel, tyres, spares and food and water on 

this photo adventure trip, and it’s mostly wild camping there, as there is 

hardly any accommodation available in the area. 

 

Other very special photo destinations in the North-West are the Hoanib 

river, the Hoarusib river & other dry rivers. These dry rivers are life-

lines and the habitat of many desert adapted wildlife species such as the 

desert elephant, the rhino, giraffe, gemsbok, springbok, mountain zebra 

and others. Again it’s 4x4 only and off the beaten track and they are best 

visited on a dedicated trip. Good off-road experience is required and you 

should bring a back-up car and all supplies. It’s also mostly wild camping 

there, because of very few accommodation places in the area, and the 

best time to visit is all year round, but some areas may not be accessible 

in the rainy season. 

 

Now we move to Damaraland, to the Palmwag area. Here you find the 

red Damaraland table-top mountains that are very photogenic and also 

Euphorbia bushes & lots of desert adapted wildlife such as the desert 

elephants, rhino, giraffe, gemsbok, springbok and mountain zebra. You 

can drive with a 2x4 on the main roads and to the accommodation 

places in the area, but you need a 4x4 to explore. There are many 

walking trails, and there are natural springs where you may find some of 

the desert wildlife. You can photograph on foot but also from a car, when 

you explore the areas in your own or with a guided lodge safari car. The 



best time to photograph there is all year round. In and after the rainy 

season you may get green grass cover, in the dry season you can 

expect yellow grass cover or none.  

 

The Twyfelfontein & Huab river area, which lies west of Twyfelfontein, 

are also very scenic with their red sandstone rocks, rock engravings, 

hardy plants, rock hyrax, desert elephants and radiating sunsets. You 

get around and to your accommodation in a 2x4, but need a 4x4 if you 

want to explore the area more extensively. There are many hiking trails, 

on which you can photograph on foot, but you can also explore & 

photograph the area by car (your own or on a lodge safari). The best 

times to photograph there is all year round, and as with the Palmwag 

area you may experience some greenery in the rainy season and yellow 

grass or no grass in the dry season. 

 

Not far from Twyfelfontein are the Organ pipes and the Burnt 

Mountain, which you can visit from there on a day excursion. There is 

also the Doros Crater, which usually requires a dedicated visit. All of 

them display dramatic & colorful rock formations (it’s mainly Basalt & 

Dolorite) during the best light hours. You can visit the Organ pipes and 

the Burnt Mountain with a 2x4 car, the Doros crater you can only reach 

with a 4x4. You’ll photograph at these photo spots on foot, and the best 

times would be all year round.  

 

The Brandberg (Namibia’s highest mountain with 2606 meters) and the 

Ugab river are two great photo hot spots we want to show you as well. 

You’ll find bare granite rocks & boulders, interesting plants and rock 



paintings: the most famous one being the White Lady which you can 

only visit with a guided tour. You can get to the start of the guided tour to 

the White Lady with a 2x4, but need a 4x4 if you want to explore the 

surroundings. There are many hiking trails and rock climbing 

opportunities here, but you need lots of water for these undertakings, as 

the dark rock become very hot during the day & reflects the heat onto its 

climbers. Climbing to the top actually requires real fitness and should not 

be underestimated. If you plan to climb to the top you’ll need to overnight 

there; be aware of snakes, leopards and scorpions when overnighting on 

the mountain. You’ll photograph mostly on foot or from a car, exploring 

the area and the best time to photograph there is all year round. In the 

rainy season the Ugab and smaller rivers may be running – there can be 

flash floods or you can get stuck, so watch out – and there will be a 

variety of flowering plants as well. During the height of the dry season, 

between October and even up to January, there can be dangerously 

high temperatures there, so be careful. 

 

Another very unique place is the Mesum crater: which looks like a 

desolated & barren moon-landscape and offers complete quietness & 

isolation. You’ll find the Welwitschia mirabilis plant there, a very unique 

plant that’s endemic to the Namib Desert, which means only occurring 

here, and also lichens on red brown rock. You can only visit the Mesum 

crater with a 4x4, it’s very remote, so plan a few days. Again it’s camping 

only, you have to bring all supplies, and a back-up car is recommended. 

You’ll photograph on foot, as you can walk around anywhere there and 

also all year round. 

 



Our next photo highlights are the well-known Spitzkoppe Inselberg & 

the Erongo mountains (East of Spitzkoppe). Here you find photogenic 

granite boulders and very impressive peaks, and in the rainy season 

many natural pools. You can do a bit of rock climbing and enjoy and 

photograph grandiose vistas from above and also some rock paintings. 

You’ll only need a 2x4 to get to the entrance and to some camp sites, 

but again a 4x4 to explore. There are many hiking trails & rock climbing 

routes and you’ll photograph on foot. The best time is all year round, but 

the pools may only be full during the rainy season. 

 

As the last photo highlight for this region we want to introduce to you is 

Cape Cross, a Cape Fur Seal colony, where you can get really close to 

these animals. It’s accessible with a 2x4 and since it’s so close – about 

70 to 100 km – to Swakopmund and Walvis Bay, it’s ideal for a day trip. 

It’s part of an enclosed & protected area and therefore has a gate with 

opening and closing times. The opening times change between 

seasons, but can be looked up on the Internet. You’ll photograph on foot 

there from a built walk-way and you can visit Cape Cross all year round, 

from December onwards you’ll find seal pups there. 

 

We are at the end of our highlights for the North-Western region. We 

would like to add that in terms of your wildlife photography in this region 

you should know that the wildlife you’ll encounter in these remote areas 

is sometimes quite difficult to find. A great starting point is at the springs 

or waterholes in the area, especially when you’re there in the dry 

season. What’s also important to know is that the wildlife is not used to 

people in some areas and is hunted in others. Therefore the animals are 



generally more skittish and more difficult to photograph, than for 

example in Etosha. 

 

3. North & North-eastern Namibia (Ovamboland, Kavango, 

Bushmanland and Caprivi) 

Now let’s move onto the entirely different North & North-eastern 

Namibia, which includes Ovamboland, Kavango, Bushmanland and 

the Caprivi. This region is where the majority of the Namibian people 

are living, especially in Ovamboland. But here are also large natural 

systems and national parks in the Kavango and especially in the Caprivi, 

such as the Mahango Game Reserve, the Bwabwata National Park, the 

Mudumu and Mamili National Parks and that’s why we want to focus on 

this area. 

The vegetation here is mainly savanna, dry woodlands, riverine forests 

and flood plains. The Caprivi is the most natural & wildest region here, 

with many often quite large National Parks and Nature Reserves. There 

are a number of perennial rivers here, such as the Kavango, the 

Kwando, the Linyanti and Zambesi. The photographic highlights in the 

Caprivi are mostly the abundant African wildlife & the riverine systems. 

You can meet the BIG FIVE here – which are the elephant, rhino, 

buffalo, lion and leopard, and also some rare species, such as the sable 

and roan antelopes or sitatungas. This region is an absolute paradise for 

bird enthusiasts especially in the rainy season. And you get hippos and 

crocs in and along the rivers as well as water lilies and tree frogs. 

 



The Caprivi is quite off the beaten track and therefore worth a dedicated 

trip or can be combined with a visit to Etosha. We recommend that you 

stay at least 5 days there to experience the atmosphere of the place and 

to get some great photo opportunities. You get to most lodges and 

camps with a 2x4 car but a 4x4 is required to explore the area and do 

game drives on your own – however many lodges do offer game drives 

or boat trips as well. So you’ll photograph on foot, from a car & from a 

boat. The wildlife is less visible because of denser bush here, and it can 

be much more skittish than in Etosha – as its often hunted outside of the 

protected areas. Also be aware that elephants can be much more 

aggressive than in Etosha as they often get into conflict with farmers in 

the area. The best times to visit the Caprivi region for game viewing of 

elephants or buffalo is at the end of the dry season, around November. 

For bird lovers the rainy season between January and April is the 

absolute best because of the high numbers & variety of migratory birds 

at that time. And hippos can be seen throughout the year, but form 

larger groups during the dry season from September to November. 

 

4. Etosha National Park 

Next we talk about the Etosha National Park. We’ll get much more into 

detail in the upcoming modules 5 to 8, when we talk about wildlife 

photography, but for now let’s brief you on the essence of Etosha. The 

Etosha National Park is a true large wilderness in Namibia, with a 

staggering size of 22 970 km². It’s home to large numbers of African 

game and consists mainly of African grassland, shrub & tree savanna.  

Let’s get to the photographic highlights of Etosha: At the heart of the 

Park you have the Etosha Pan, which is a unique desert pan of almost 



5000 km² that’s the stage for mirages in the dry season and a nesting 

ground for flamingoes in the rainy season. You’ll find abundant 

charismatic African game species here such as elephants, lions, giraffe, 

zebra, rhino (black & white) and cheetah. You’ll get spectacular sighting 

of elephants, rhinos & lions at the flood-lit waterholes at night, and high 

concentrations of grazers & browsers, with mixed herds of wildebeest, 

springbok, zebra, gemsbok, kudu, and impala at the waterholes in the 

dry season. You’ll also find large herds of grazers on the short grass 

plains during the rainy and dry season, and a variety of small mammals, 

birds and reptiles. 

The most important information about Etosha in terms of bookings and 

photography is that firstly you need a permit to enter the Park (you’ll get 

it at the entrance gates) and that the gates open at sunrise and close at 

sunset. You can drive all visitor roads in the Park with a 2x4 car, and 

because Etosha has so much to offer in terms of wildlife photography we 

recommend that you plan one entire week for Etosha alone. There is 

plenty of accommodation available inside and outside of the park, but 

you must know that when you stay outside you’ll miss the nightlife at the 

flood-lit waterholes at the Etosha camps. There is good infrastructure of 

the roads in Etosha and your photography will happen mainly from your 

car along the roads and at parking areas at the waterholes. Inside the 

rest camps you can photograph on foot. Etosha is a great destination for 

wildlife photography all year round, but you’ll have different sightings and 

photographs in the rainy season compared to the dry season. We’ll talk 

much more about this in the upcoming modules.  

 

 



5. Central & Eastern Namibia 

Next we go to Central and Eastern Namibia, here lies the capital 

Windhoek as well. This entire region is mostly commercial farmland, but 

it’s also home to numerous wildlife species, such as kudu, warthog, 

cheetah, zebra and springbok. You’ll get mostly dry savanna bushland 

and denser tree savanna between Tsumeb and Otavi.  

 

One photo highlight we want to show you is the Waterberg Plateau 

Park, which lies at the Waterberg, that’s a table mountain with beautiful 

red sandstone cliffs. It has quite lush vegetation and is home to rare 

wildlife species on the plateau, such as the sable & roan antelope, the 

white rhino and buffalo. You may also meet baboons, mongoose and 

Damara dik-dik, who like to visit the tourist camps regularly. You can 

reach the Waterberg resort with a 2x4, but you’ll have to take a guided 

game drive on top of the plateau. There is again an entrance gate with 

opening and closing hours at about sunrise to sunset, and you can 

explore the area on foot along hiking trails and on top of the plateau (but 

be aware of snakes). You will be able to photograph on foot and from 

the car on your game drive. Best time is all year round for landscape 

photography; for wildlife photography it’s best in the dry season, as in 

the rainy season little game is visible on the plateau.  

 

In this region there are also private game reserves that give good 

opportunities for photographing wildlife. We cannot mention them all, but 

we want to tell you about the largest of them, Erindi Private Game 

Reserve, which has the atmosphere of a true nature reserve. Erindi is 



home to many African wildlife species including elephants, rhino & lions, 

which they have re-introduced into the area.  

 

And we want to mention one of the oldest private game reserves in 

Namibia, the Mount Etjo Safari Lodge. Here the animals show 

sometimes less natural behavior and are relatively tame here, as they 

are being fed at times, when there isn’t enough food in the reserve. The 

tame animals make closer encounters possible, also with some imported 

wildlife species, e.g. blesbok that didn’t occur naturally in this area. In 

terms of your wildlife photography you may get good chances for 

portraits & head-shots, but know that it’s a less natural situation.  

 

There are also numerous wildlife foundations, such as the Africat 

Foundation at the Okonjima Nature Reserve, the Cheetah 

Conservation Fund, both situated near Otjiwarongo, or the Harnas 

Wildlife Foundation near Gobabis, to mention just a few. Here you can 

visit, learn about & photograph rescued animals in larger 

enclosures, which may be interesting for rare animal portraits such 

as cheetah and leopard images.   

 

6. Namib Naukluft & surrounding areas 

Let’s move onto the next large region with many photo highlights, 

the Namib Naukluft & surrounding areas. The essence is that here 

lies the largest national park of Namibia, the Namib Naukluft Park. Most 

of this area is a vast dune sea to the west and extended mountain 



ranges & the so-called escarpment to the east. The dune sea is an 

extreme desert and the plains & mountains are mostly desert or semi-

desert. 

 

Starting in the North we’ve got a photo hot spot, named the 

Moonlandscape. It’s mainly a barren eroded and rocky landscape (you 

get metamorphic rocks & dolerite dykes there) that resembles the moon 

or Mars, and it’s intersected by the Swakopmund and Khan rivers. You’ll 

get the Welwitschia mirabilis plant there on the surrounding plains, and 

in heavy coastal fog, that can push into this area, you find yourself in a 

mysterious rocky landscape here. A permit is required to visit this area, 

which you get at the Ministry of Environment offices. You can go there 

with a 2x4 car if you stay on the marked roads and it’s even just a day 

trip from Swakopmund and Walvis Bay. You can photograph on foot 

anywhere, and do this all year round. 

 

Also doable as a day trip is a photo visit to the Walvis Bay lagoon. You 

find greater & lesser flamingoes there, and if you do a boat tour or canoe 

trip - there are plenty of tour operators offering this - you can photograph 

Cape Fur seals in the water swimming & racing you. It’s quite an 

experience! There are also many other coastal birds in large flocks and 

you can photograph the salt pans with amazing colors. The lagoon area 

is accessible with a 2x4 car and you can photograph on foot or from your 

car. The best time is all year round, but you’ll see less flamingoes during 

the inland rainy season month from January to April. 

 



An important retreat for coastal water birds and a great photo destination 

for bird photographers is Sandwich harbor further south, between the 

huge dunes of the Namib desert and the Atlantic ocean. You can go 

there with your own 4x4 car, if you’ve got off-road driving experience - 

and with a permit only - or on a booked trip with a tour company from 

Swakopmund or Walvis Bay. You’ll photograph on foot there and can do 

so all year round. 

 

Now onto the world-famous Sossusvlei and Deadvlei & surroundings. 

We’ll talk much more in detail about this area in the modules 9  and 10, 

when we go into landscape photography, but just a few points in brief: 

Sossusvlei and Deadvlei are spectacular wilderness locations amidst the 

vast dune sea, where you’ll find many more world-class photographic 

highlights. You’ll also find desert adapted wildlife here, such as 

springbok, gemsbok and ostrich. You’ll need a permit as it’s part of the 

Namib Naukluft Park and it’s got opening and closing times (we’ll talk in 

depth about it later). With your 2x4 you’ll get to all the accommodation & 

camping sites here and you get to within 5 km from Sossuvlei .Only the 

last kilometers is 4x4 terrain, basically sand, before you get to the actual 

parking sites for Sossuslvei and Deadvlei. You will mostly photograph on 

foot, but can also do so from your car all along the road between 

Sesriem and Sossusvlei.  

 

North-East of here you’ll find the Naukluft Mountains, which are very 

photogenic as well with narrow canyons, great outcrops & boulders, 

crystal clear pools, small waterfalls, grand views from the top of 

mountains, smaller & larger wildlife species and lots of birds. You can 



get to accommodation places and camps with your 2x4, but need a 4x4 

to drive around. The best is to explore the area on hiking trails and 

photograph on foot. You can visit & photograph all year round, but more 

birds, plant life & waterfalls you’ll find in or just after the rainy season. 

However it’s cooler and better for longer hikes in the cool dry season. 

 

 

Further South of Sossusvlei & Deadvlei and less visited is another 

beautiful area that’s the NamibRand Nature Reserve. You find red 

parallel-running low dunes with long grass & sparse Acacia trees in 

between and the major desert adapted wildlife species, like springbok, 

gemsbok, mountain zebra and also cheetah. It’s a great area for 

capturing great sunrise and sunset scenes as well. You can reach the 

accommodation and camps with a 2x4, but will need a 4x4 to explore the 

area with a guided lodge safari or on self-drives in selected areas. You 

can walk anywhere in the area and you photograph mainly on foot but 

also from the car. You can photograph there all year, but get better 

colors for landscape photography in the rainy season.  

 

 

Yet further South from there is the Namtib Biosphere Reserve, which is 

also a beautiful area for landscape photography with its rough granite 

mountains next to the dunes of the southern Namib Desert. You’ll find 

many desert adapted plants here and low grass-covered dunes on the 

plains as well as desert adapted wildlife, such as springbok, gemsbok 

and Mountain zebra. It’s recommended to have a 4x4 to get to your 

accommodation and camps and also to explore the area. You can walk 

anywhere and go on a guided safari with the lodge, and you’ll 

photograph on foot and from your car. The best time is in the rainy 



season, because it may be very hot before the rains and very windy in 

the winter. 

 

 

The last photo highlight of the Namib Naukluft we would like to show you 

are the Garub Wild Horses, which is a wild horse population in the 

semi-desert, that originates from the horses that the Europeans brought 

to the area during the diamond rush in the early 1900s. You’ll need a 

4x4 when leaving the tar road and we do recommend to book yourself in 

at Aus, when you plan to photograph the horses. You can photograph on 

foot and from your car, but sometimes the horses may be scattered and 

not always easy to find & photograph. It’s best all year round. 

   

6. South & South-eastern Namibia 

Finally, the last huge region of Namibia, the South & South Eastern 

Namibia. Most of the area is a semi-desert and used for dry-land 

farming, but also home to desert adapted wildlife. In the far south-west 

lies a true desert which is protected as part of the Sperrgebiet National 

Park. In the north-east of this region is the Kalahari desert which 

stretches far into South Africa & Botswana. The area around Ai-Ais is 

rough mountainous terrain and mostly part of the Ai-Ais Richtersveld 

Transfrontier Park that extends further South into South Africa. It’s best 

to plan a dedicated trip to this region or stay at least 5 days.  

 

One well-known photo highlight is the Quiver Tree Forest with its many 

large quiver trees on low rocky outcrops and a surreal and very 

photogenic landscape especially at sunset & sunrise. You get there with 



a 2x4 car and will photograph on foot. You can take images all year 

round, but the quiver trees are in flower in June and July, if you want to 

capture that.  

 

Nearby the Quiver tree forest, but less known is the Giant’s 

Playground, which are bizarre dolerite rock boulders on top of each 

other with a few quiver trees in between. You can get there also with a 

2x4, you’ll photograph on foot and can do that all year round.  

 

Further South you get to the Fish River Canyon, which is a most 

impressive canyon and actually the 2nd longest canyon in the world, after 

the Grand Canyon. You’ll find grand scenes of sheer rock faces and 

scary heights. Again sunset & sunrise will be the best time for 

photography, at other times it’s just too harsh & colorless. You’ll find the 

klipspringer here quite commonly, which is a small antelope that’s not 

that often seen in other parts of Namibia. You can get there, to the top of 

the canyon, by 2x4 car. There are hiking trails on the top and also in the 

canyon along the whole stretch. If you want to hike in the canyon you 

have to book with the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, and can only 

do this between May and September as it’s less hot then. You’ll 

photograph on foot and can do so all year, but during the rare winter 

rainfall months, between June and August, it is moodier with possible 

clouds. 

 

Further West you get to the Sperrgebiet National Park, also called 

Diamond area 1, as they searched for & found diamonds there in the 



early 1900s. Here are vast wind-swept plains, dunes and rocky hills with 

rare and endemic succulent plants & reptiles – it’s quite a harsh 

environment. You get the Bogenfels there, a distinct rock that’s stuck 

half in the sea and half on land - which we’ve got no photo of ;-) - and 

also a rough coastline & abandoned diamond mining towns. The area is 

only accessible with a 4x4 and only with a permit together with an 

appointed concessionaire (you can organize this from Luderitz). You’ll 

photograph from your car and also on foot, and it’s accessible all year 

round, but best at the end of the winter rainfall period.  

 

And last, but not least we’ll introduce the less known Huns mountains 

and the Orange river in the far south to you. Here you find rugged 

mountains intersected by the permanent flowing Orange river and quite 

rare and hardy desert adapted plants. You need a 4x4 for most of the 

terrain away from the few gravel roads and will mostly photograph on 

foot or from your car. There are great camping possibilities along the 

Orange river, and you can even do a canoe trip there. The best time to 

visit and photograph is all year round, but it can become very hot in the 

summer months. 

 

This has been a very long module 2 with all the photographic highlights 

in Namibia. And we know that our selection of highlights is in no way 

comprehensive as there are many more beautiful areas and photo spots 

in Namibia. But it’s a start for you to see what you’d love to visit and to 

get out there. 

 



Now we would like you to take action: 

 Download the eBook ‘Namibia’s Photographic Highlights’ and go 

through it again when you want to refresh the main highlights 

 If you haven’t yet planned your Namibia trip yet, write down which 

photo points you’d love to visit & photograph 

 If you’ve planned your Namibia trip already: check your itinerary & 

change it if possible, to add one or more photo destinations  

 Download our 3 Namibia maps & use them for planning 

 

Thanks for listening & see you over at Module 3 


