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Best Wildlife Behaviour Wish List in Etosha

Photographically interesting behaviour of selected game species

Lions:

Close-up portraits of individuals or groups

Sleeping poses, e.g. on top of each other, rolling over etc.
Waking up with yawning, stretching, etc.

General interaction of lions in a pride

Individuals greeting or hugging each other & showing affection
Cubs playing with each other or with their parents

Individuals or several lions roaring

Scent marking and ‘flemen’ display

Pair mating

During hunt / at a kill or carcass:

Group or individual intently observing passing game (wider view
may be appropriate to include observed game)

Stalking behaviour as part of the hunting

Chasing prey

Making the kill & feeding on the kill

Female/s making the kill, but kill being taken over by pride males
Individual or group at a kill, often accompanied with aggressive
growling or even fighting, and tearing carcass apart

Dragging a large carcass, e.g. zebra kill or rhino/elephant carcass
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At night at a kill (only possible to photograph on specially arranged
nightly game drives with NWR)

Visiting a waterhole for a drink:

Coming in to drink at waterhole when other animals are there
already; maybe interesting scenes, especially when large animals
e.g. elephants & rhinos are present

Drinking at a waterhole (zoomed in & with wider landscape view)

Elephants:

Close-up portraits of individuals or groups

Feeding on Mopane leaves or Acacia flowers

Near or at a waterhole:

Walking or running single file to a waterhole

Drinking herds, groups & individuals (wide, zoomed in, very close-
up)

Spraying themselves with water or bathing (even submersing
themselves in water)

Dust bathing

Peaceful interaction between herd members

Babies with their mother, also drinking from mother

Babies playing, chasing birds away etc.

Young bulls play-fighting

Bull testing their strength or even serious fighting

At a waterhole along the Pan’s edge: scenic views

At sunset/sunrise in various situations



Aggressive behaviour to intruders, including humans, e.g. shaking

heads and ears, trumpeting, etc.

Black (and white) rhinos:

Close-up portraits of individuals or pair, e.g. mother & calf

Feeding on leaves (or grass: white rhino)

Near or at a waterhole:

Approaching a waterhole

Alert pose on approach to a waterhole

Drinking at a waterhole (day & night)

Confrontations at a waterhole between rhinos or between rhinos &

elephants

Grazers e.g. Burchell’s zebra, Blue wildebeest, springbok

& gemsbok:

Close-up portraits of individuals or groups of each species

On the grass plains:

Large herds of various species on plains grazing head-down
Mixed herds on plains, some grazing and others interacting
Close-up of animals eating, also eating flowers

Springbok, wildebeest or gemsbok bulls fighting horn-to-horn
Zebra stallions fighting (kicking with back legs, rearing up against

each other and kicking with front legs, biting etc.)



Springbok pronking, that is jumping high up with arched backs’
Walking in single file on open plains or on Etosha Pan engulfed in
dust or heat haze during the hot summer months of the dry season
Zebra resting on the open plains in large groups, sometimes tightly
together

Close-up of zebra resting with head on another zebra’s back
Herds on the green plains with a thunderstorm approaching in the
rainy season

Herds or individuals drenched & huddling down during a

thunderstorm

Birth & mother with lamb/foal/calf:
Giving birth, and the first time the lamb/foal/calf stands up
Lamb/foal/calf drinking from their mothers

Lamb/foal/calf interacting and playing

Near or at a waterhole:

Arriving in single file at waterhole

Lining up at the water’s edge next to each other to drink

Walking knee-deep into the waterhole to drink

Storming off a waterhole panicked, mostly a false alarm

Waiting around at waterhole for elephants to finish drinking (often
mixed herds)

Shading in tight group under (small) tree during hot dry season
Mixed herds on the Etosha Pan at Okondeka

Wildebeest & zebra moving away from a waterhole in single file

towards sunset



Browsers e.qg. giraffe, kudu, Black-faced impala:

e Close-up portraits of individuals or groups of each species

In the bush:

e Feeding on shrubs & trees, e.g. from the top of shrubs or the
bottom of large trees

e Close-up of picking out leaves & flowers with their tongues & lips
between the thorns of Acacias

Large group feeding at one tree

Near or at a waterhole:

e Approaching at waterhole in file, e.g. kudu & impala

e Large herds at & around a waterhole

¢ Drinking at the water’s edge next to each other, e.g. kudu & impala

e Giraffe spreading legs at the water’s edge, getting ready to drink

e Giraffe drinking in its ‘awkward’ position

e Giraffe whipping up their heads with water spraying when stopping
to drink

e Galloping off when startled

e Giraffe bulls fighting and kicking

e Kudu bulls or impala rams fighting

e Baby drinking from mother

¢ Giraffe around waterholes or on the Etosha plains bending down
and picking up large bones from dead animals to chew on for
getting in extra calcium minerals

e Giraffe near or on the Etosha Plain (scenic)

e Giraffe on the Etosha Pan with heat haze



Black-backed jackals:

e Close-up portraits of individuals or groups

e Resting near their den with/without their offspring (often close to
gravel roads)

e Pups playing next to the den

e Calling before or at sunset

e Patrolling area looking for food

e On a carcass, often with vultures & hyenas (tighter and wider shots
to cover all variations)

e Taking a quick drink at a waterhole

e Trying to catch doves at a waterhole

Cheetahs:

e Close-up portraits of individuals or groups

¢ Interaction between group members, especially nice with young
present

e Resting / lying in shade

¢ Patrolling area on the look-out for prey

e Scent-marking a rock or tree

e Stalking prey

e Chasing springbok

e Making a kill

e Feeding on a kill

¢ Drinking at a waterhole, especially scenic along the Pan’s edge



Spotted hyena:
e Close-up portraits of individuals or groups
e Interaction between group members at a waterhole or at their den
e Resting at their dens’ entrance
e On a carcass feeding & interaction, also with other scavengers
e Drinking at a waterhole (day & night)
e Bathing at a waterhole

e Chasing lambs during breeding season of grazers

Cape foxes & Bat-eared foxes:
e Close-up portraits of individuals or groups
e Resting near their den with/without their offspring (often close to
gravel roads)
e Pups playing next to the den
e Patrolling area looking for food

e Bat-eared fox listening for food, typical head-pose with ears

pricked

Ground squirrels:
e Close-up portraits of individuals, pairs or groups
e Babies in the rainy season near their burrow
e Standing upright & on the look-out
e Feeding on seeds of grass or shrubs with/without tail up for shade

e Taking a sand bath



Warthogs:

Close-up portraits of individuals, pairs or groups

Feeding while on their knees

Standing upright for a brief moment & looking at you

Running on through the bush with antennas (tails) up, often mother
followed by young

Drinking at a waterhole

Mud-bathing & wallowing at a waterhole

Rubbing themselves against a tree trunk

Resting during the midday hear, often near a waterhole



