
 

MODULE 4: THE SECRETS TO TAKING STUNNING 

PHOTOS IN NAMIBIA   

 

Here’s What You’ll Learn In This Module: 

 The visual & artistic elements of an image: content & composition 

 Special nature scenes & events in Namibia 

 An ordinary images versus an outstanding image 

 Capturing great or unusual light 

 Applying other elements of art in your photography 

 Using photographic techniques, such as unique angle, perspective 

and framing  

 

Sometimes great images just happen. You are at the right spot at the 

right time… it’s just magical and when you don’t make too many crucial 

mistakes … voila… you’ve captured this stunning image. These are 

moments we all long for, and when they happen it is just wonderful. 

However, we don’t want to just rely on luck to capture great images, we 

want to make them happen.  

There are two things you have control over, when you capture an image:  

It’s firstly the content of your image, which means what you want to 

show in your photograph. In many cases you can make sure to get great 

content with careful preparation & anticipation. 
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Secondly it’s the composition, meaning how you’re showing your 

content. You can make sure to get a good composition by arranging & 

using visual elements & photographic techniques in an artistic way. 

Let’s start with content. To make a great photograph you first want to 

have interesting content. 

 

1. Special nature scenes & events 

Well, Namibia offers you great photographic content already with its 

magnificent and special landscapes & wildlife. You have the vast desert 

with dunes for example that’s spectacular by itself, or magnificent table 

mountains, here with a herd of gemsbok with a calf. Then the African 

savanna with its charismatic wildlife, or the rugged escarpment & 

isolated mountains. 

In Namibia you can add some more spice to your photographs when you 

try to illustrate the climatic conditions in your images as well, as they are 

such a big part of Namibia. So try to show Namibia’s special natural 

events, for example the extreme aridity or drought with very dusty or 

barren scenery. Or quite the other extreme of rain in the desert, which 

shows in flooding rivers, the blooming desert, or flood water in the desert 

vleis and lily flowers near Mariental. 

Namibia’s wildlife is also ideal for great content. Each wildlife species 

has certain behavior that’s unique to it, and some are especially 

photogenic, such as a lion roaring, elephants raising their trunks etc., 

we’ll talk more about this later. In general the behavior of charismatic 

animals is also more interesting and photogenic, for example when a 

lion yawns it’s definitely more impressive than when a springbok does -



believe me ;-). Sometimes you may be lucky to witness some quite 

unusual or rare wildlife behavior, such as a lion in a tree, which is quite 

unusual for Namibia, especially for Etosha. Or a baby elephant that has 

fallen into a trough and is being rescued by its mother. Also the conflict 

between rhino & elephant that you may be able to observe at your 

camp’s waterhole in Etosha or the birth of a newborn springbok. All of 

these will be interesting content in the images that you’ll take in Namibia. 

But as we’ve said, content alone doesn’t make for a stunning image. 

Let’s briefly ponder the following question: What’s the difference 

between an ordinary image and an outstanding image? 

First of all, Photography is art, a form of visual art and photographic 

images are made up by the same basic elements as visual art, which are 

first of all color and tone, which are defined by the quality and quantity of 

light, and then other elements of art such as: line, shape, form, pattern, 

texture and depth. 

We often describe a photographic image as beautiful or outstanding 

when we subconsciously perceive these underlying elements of art as 

composed and arranged beautifully. Therefore if we learn to use these 

elements of art in our photography, we’ll automatically improve the 

quality of our photos, with good chances of creating an outstanding 

image. 

 

Let’s first talk about light. 

2. Great or unusual Light 

In photography light is of course ONE of the most important elements 

and as we’ve said it’s responsible for the color and tone in your images. 



In Namibia you’ll find the best photo light in the early morning & late 

afternoon, as we’ve already mentioned, and therefore these should be 

the main times for your photography. 

Now, why is the light at these times so much better than during the day? 

Firstly the light is warmer, meaning there are more orange, red & yellow 

tones in your image, which we perceive as beautiful. Then the light is 

softer, meaning there is less contrast between the picture elements that 

are in the light compared to those in the shade. And the shadows are not 

so hard, which means that you’ll still notice detail in the shade parts. 

Beside these times for great light, there are also situations, when you’ll 

get unusual light that can make for beautiful imagery. For example in 

stormy weather with storm clouds, actual rain storms & rainbows, 

which only occur in the short rainy season in Namibia, you’ll get fantastic 

opportunities for capturing amazing light. Special scenes for your 

landscape & wildlife photography are for example towering clouds, which 

may often result in wonderful moments, especially towards the late 

afternoon, when sun streaks come through the clouds. During stormy 

weather you’ll get the most beautiful sunsets & sunrises and rainbows 

before and after a rain storm will also create very unusual light. If you’re 

in a wildlife area look out for animals that are enduring a downpour, such 

as this blue wildebeest here in Etosha. 

During the dry season you also have great chances for photographing 

special light when there is lots of dust in the air. Best conditions for 

this you find at the height of the dry season, in September and October. 

During the day, with more bluish light, dust storms provide a very unique 

atmosphere to portray animals, such as a pair of ostrich here that is 

engulfed in thick dust. Dusty conditions can also be caused by large 

herds of animals at waterholes, we’ll talk more about this in our Etosha 



modules. Towards sunset, these dusty conditions are ideal for 

atmospheric silhouettes with a warmer color cast.  

Fog is yet another light situation for more special images & it also 

extends your time window for good photography light further into the 

day. You’ll get it at the Namibia coast, as we’ve already mentioned in 

module 1, at any time, often in the morning or afternoon, especially from 

April to November. Occasionally you’ll also have fog further inland, even 

as far as Spitzkoppe or Sossusvlei, especially in the months of June & 

July. 

 

Let’s look at  

3. Other elements of art  

that can make for interesting compositions. 

For one it’s unusual & intriguing shapes which you’ll find in many 

landscapes of Namibia, such as in the dunes of the Namib Desert and 

also at mountains, such as here at Spitzkoppe. You’ll get distinct shapes 

in plants, like here the quiver tree and of course also in many animal 

species like this gemsbok here. Just look out for shapes that please the 

eye and compose your image in such a way, that the shape is the main 

focus. 

Patterns & texture can also make your images more special. Namibia 

offers great opportunities for these, for example the elephant skin 

texture, the zebra stripes patterns, or ripples in sand patterns. Look for 

them in everything around you, you’ll find plenty of examples. 



In Namibia’s grand landscape you’ll discover great opportunities to show 

depth & distance in your images, such as these overlapping receding 

mountains or dunes.  

 

And another visual art element that adds interest is leading lines, which 

can be diagonal, curves, horizontal or vertical. In Namibia strong lines of 

farm fences create quite dynamic images and lead the eye through the 

scene and the curve of an s-shaped dune is always perceived as 

intriguing and balanced. Horizontal lines often create a mood of 

peacefulness whereas vertical lines create a mood of strength. 

 

4. Photographic technique: unique angle & perspective  

You can also use creative photographic techniques for stunning photos 

in Namibia in that you choose a specific angle of view or perspective.  

 

The angle of view determines how much of a scene is visible in the 

viewfinder and is dependent on which lens you use. A full-frame camera 

again offers a wider view with a specific lens than a camera with a 

cropped frame sensor, we’ve talked about it in module 3. 

 

The perspective gives a sense of depth or spatial relationships between 

objects in an image. You can enhance certain features & make a 

statement depending on which perspective you choose. For example if 

you photograph from above, let’s say from the top of a mountain, dune 

or during aerial photography, you especially show the vastness of this 

grand scenery. Photographing from above is usually less optimal for 



wildlife, for example if you’re in a high truck or bus and photograph down 

onto the animals, but from the air it can be fascinating as it shows the 

animals in their environment. Taking photographs from below or at 

ground level can also be adding to your image. Photographing this 

dead tree in Dead Vlei for example from close-up and underneath shows 

its enormity and emphasizes the foreground, here the vlei soil and 

former surface level of the vlei the tree stands on. An elephant herd 

photographed up-close and from below with a wide angle for example 

emphasizes their bulk and it can express closeness, so you may feel 

tempted to touch them. Most often, however, it’s best with animals if 

you’re at eye level with them, because it makes the viewer feel a greater 

connection with the animal, which is especially important when taking 

photos of smaller animals & ground birds. Always try to get a highlight in 

the eyes of the animal as it makes the animals look more alive. 

 

5. Photographic technique: framing  

Framing is yet another photographic technique to help make your 

image more intriguing. So which possibilities do we have here? With 

tight framing you isolate the animal, put focus on it, move the viewer 

closer. On contrast to it wide framing puts the animal more in context 

with its environment. You can also frame with natural objects and use 

objects in the environment, for example a tree trunk, like in this image at 

Dead Vlei, or a boulder to one side, like here at Twyfelfontein.  

 

A captivating photo integrates all its visual elements into a harmonious 

whole. But how do we know it’s a harmonious whole? Well, a 

harmonious whole & good composition is achieved when everything in 



the image feels balanced and complete, and nothing needs to be added 

or taken away.  

Of course, beauty lies in the eye of the beholder, and each person 

interprets something else as important & beautiful to him or her. But in 

general, photos with great artistic content and composition are more 

appreciated by most people than photos that are technically great, with 

good exposure, sharpness & good light, but with only ‘average’ content 

and ‘average’ composition. 

But in the end, for your photography, one thing probably counts the 

most: that your photo creates joy for you! If a photo you have taken in 

Namibia creates real joy in you, kind of with a tingle of excitement in your 

stomach, it’s a definite sign that you should keep it and a good indication 

that it might be an outstanding image that inspires other people too.  

 

So this has been Module 4: The secrets to taking stunning photos in 

Namibia.   

Now we would like you to take action: 

 Make a list of which special wildlife & landscape scenes & events 

from Namibia speak the most to you? 

 Which special light situations are the most beautiful to you? 

 Which artistic elements are the most striking to you and would you 

like to use in your images in Namibia?  

 

Thanks for listening & see you over at Module 5 


